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This is the C.ILAs dilemma: How o remain pow-
arful, anonymous, seceat and at the same time win
public confidence. Through Miles Copeland, the old-
boy net is saying: We know the. enemy; we know
how to deal with him; we are incorruptible. Thouzh
vou don’t know us, you can trust us implicitly.

The Agency maintains it demonstrated its incor-

ruptibility by rejecting White House efforts to mis-

use it in ceonneciion with Watergate.
demonstrated its fierce sense of autonomy by quickiy
disposing of Schlesinger

" Although Faith and Trust are usually placed in

pzople, Copeland tells us nothing of the men and wo-
men who populate the C.ILA. They are, in truth, just
like you and me—except that they live in a sirange,
griaqte world sealed off from the rest of us by tne

‘ert nature of their work. They play b" their own
rules, hence develop a perspective that tends to dis-

tort their view of the overt world. They are at un-:

ending war with an enemy—Communism.

Copeland gingerly mentions idealism, In fact there !
is littde room at the C.LA. for idealism, only prag--

matism. And technique.

The old-boy net, the CIL.A’s first generation, has
lived its whole life in a clandestine world. Its defensa
is impregnable;
cious. For its members to tell anyone anything is an

It has also

its instinct for self-preservation tena-

unnatural act. To reveal something of themsazlves

and their activities, as the public temper seems to |

remand, will be a wrenching experience,
Intelligence is a serious piece of the nation’s busi-
1es :.—-—too important to be left exciusively to the
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